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tion, Great Britain, on her part, would do what was
possible to assist the Portuguese to obtain labour for
the plantations.
No information has been published as to the
method to be adopted by the British Consuls in
assisting Portugal to obtain labour. There is, I am
told, reason for saying that this field of possibilities
had not been left unexplored by Lord Grey, but
obviously it would have been inadvisable to indicate
the source from which the labour could be drawn,
until the condition on which labour was to be supplied,
namely, the carrying out of adequate reforms, had
been fulfilled.
The two striking facts which no consular despatch
and no Portuguese excuse can get over are, first,
that the reputable cocoa manufacturers of Great
Britain have not withdrawn their boycott; and,
second, that the British Foreign Office, though pre-
. pared to recommend the withdrawal of the boycott
by the cocoa firms, apparently has never yet been
satisfied that the consular reports received from
West Africa justify the British Government in carry-
ing out its part of the 1913 bargain, under which our
consular officials would feel free to recommend
labourers to enter into contracts for service with the
Portuguese planters!
Although British official action had fallen far short
of what had been hoped, the issue of the White
Books had brought about an exposure of the labour
system in Portuguese Colonies, and undoubtedly did